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was a decline in the sparse services available.
For example, our three counties have lost
home modification resources, rural transpor-
tation, and a large number of Medicaid friendly
clinical services. This simply means that there
is still a severe level of unmet need in our
rural region.

We have found a few sources to minimally
sustain this project. The network which we ini-
tiated in 1995 has matured today to include
the State Office of Rural Health, federally
funded community health center, State Area
Agency on Aging, 9th District Social Services
and our University. We are confident that this
model is unique and we will strive to share our
findings through HRSA publications.

—————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1588) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2004 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2004, and for other purposes,

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Chairman, | wish to
thank Chairman HUNTER, for yielding me this
time and thank you for including my language
in your en-bloc amendment.

Mr. Chairman, the horrific events of Sep-
tember 11th reminded us all of the importance
of protecting our Nation and its people. Unfor-
tunately, these emerging terrorist threats will
continue to be an issue for many years to
come.

National homeland defense must be our
highest priority. We must utilize the unique ca-
pabilities and expertise of all agencies in this
effort, including the Department of Defense.

The military’s mission has been fundamen-
tally changed by the new homeland defense
requirements. This mission change has been
significant enough to warrant the creation of
another major combatant command—Northern
Command—to be responsible for national
homeland defense.

We must identify exactly what the Depart-
ment of Defense needs to execute this vital
mission. Major steps are already being taken
in this area. However, it is essential that we
continue to closely examine what is needed to
protect America during this dangerous time.
Military construction to support the homeland
defense mission is an integral part of the pic-
ture.

Homeland defense has not been tradition-
ally used as a determining factor in the fund-
ing of MILCON projects. | remain concerned
that we do not evaluate our military construc-
tion needs in light of the new homeland de-
fense mission. This amendment will ensure
that all MILCON projects, regardless of when
submitted, be evaluated in part for their con-
tribution to the homeland defense mission.

Postponing needed military construction re-
quired for homeland defense is something we
cannot afford to do.

We need to make homeland defense one of
the principle criteria for all future military con-
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struction programs. For example, in my dis-
trict, the 177th Fighter Wing has been world-
wide-deployable, but is now focused on home-
land defense.

NORAD and NORTHCOM have given this
wing responsibility for 24-hour alert and com-
bat air patrol along the mid-Atlantic, including
responsibility for cap missions over New York
City and Washington, DC.

Because of this new 24-hour alert site sta-
tus, the wing's needs have changed. Their
military ~ construction  requirements  have
changed and this amendment will ensure the
MILCON process recognizes this trend nation-
wide.

| encourage you to vote for this amendment
to help preserve our homeland defense. Fi-
nally, | join with you to commend the men and
women of our Nation’s Armed Forces for serv-
ice and thank them for securing the freedom
we all enjoy.

———

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HERALD-CITIZEN

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the 100th year of existence of The Her-
ald-Citizen of Cookeville, Tennessee, an inte-
gral part of the community and a reliable
source of news for Putham County and the
Upper Cumberland region.

The first edition of this Middle Tennessee
newspaper was published on February 11,
1903, by Elmer Wirt and his son, Ralph. Dur-
ing the next century, this newspaper kept
Cookeville well-informed and evolved into an
award-winning daily publication. From a small
town of barely 600 people in 1903 to a thriving
Upper Cumberland community of about
25,000 residents today, Cookeville has de-
pended on The Herald-Citizen for unbiased
news coverage.

Many changes have occurred at the news-
paper during the past century. As the commu-
nity grew and prospered, so did The Herald
Citizen. Elmer Wirt and his son printed the first
edition on a small flatbed press that sat on top
of a table, with the type set by hand. C. Lee
Walls Sr. and his son, C. Lee Walls Jr., now
print the newspaper on a modern, computer-
ized press weighing many tons.

Although many changes have occurred at
the newspaper and to the community, one
thing remains certain: The Herald-Citizen's
commitment to fair and honest news cov-
erage. Cookeville and the surrounding com-
munities of Putnam County have benefitted
tremendously from the hard work and dedica-
tion of the newspaper and its employees over
the years. | congratulate the newspaper’s suc-
cess and am sure the next 100 years of publi-
cation will be just as exciting and rewarding as
the first 100 years.

HONORING GUSTAVUS EVANSEN

HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to take this opportunity to mention an exem-
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plary Staten Islander, Mr. Gustavus Evansen.
He embodies the hard work and determination
that characterizes the American Dream.

In 1923, at the age of 17, Gus Evansen
emigrated to the United States, along with the
rest of his family. They joined his father,
Jorgen, who had traveled here to lay the foun-
dations of a stable life for the family in 1917.
He automatically began to work alongside his
father at the Electric Launch Company, or
Elco, in Bayonne, New Jersey, practicing the
same shipbuilding trade his father had prac-
ticed in their homeland of Denmark. He and
his father worked out of their own garage on
nights and weekends to make ends meet dur-
ing the Depression.

Mr. Evansen was promoted to foreman of
the hull-building department in 1939, and con-
tinued to work for the next 6 years on the 399
PT-boats that Elco made for our government’'s
use in the Second World War. After the war,
as the Elco Company scrambled for work
while the government contracts waned, Mr.
Evansen lost his job when Elco closed down
for good in 1949. He wasted no time in begin-
ning a new career with the U.S. Coast Guard.
At the age of 70, after 25 years building
workboats on Governor’s Island, and after ris-
ing from the rank of third-class boatbuilder to
assistant foreman, Gus Evansen finally retired.

In 1930, he had married his childhood
sweetheart, Bergit Knutsen who, with her fam-
ily, had also emigrated from Denmark. They
were together for 71 years until her death.
Gus is currently 96 years old, and is enjoying
his hard-earned retirement in Staten Island,
New York. He has two daughters, five grand-
children, and six great grandchildren. Mr.
Evansen has led the life of a model citizen,
has worked hard to make a life for his family,
and is the true embodiment of the American
Dream.

Mr. Evansen, thank you for being a model
citizen, and a proud Staten Islander.

HONORING JAKE FANNON
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Jake Fannon posthumously
for his military accomplishments and years of
service to our country. He fought in both
World War Il and the Korean War, and over
came the countless injuries to continue his
service.

In 1941, Jake enlisted in the U.S. Army at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and began his basic in-
fantry training at Camp Roberts in California.
He was assigned to the 813th combat engi-
neers in Alaska where he was wounded in
duty. He was a part of the ‘C’ Company 15th
Regiment 1st Infantry Division and was injured
during the first wave of the Normandy Invasion
(D-Day). Later that year he joined the 78th In-
fantry Division in Germany where he served in
combat until the end of the war. One year
later, Jake was sent overseas to Australia as
part of the 572nd Military Police, afterwards
going to Korea. He then served at Fort
Benning, Georgia as a paratrooper. After re-
covering from injuries sustained during one of
his jumps, he was sent to the front lines in
Korea and was hit on the third day causing
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